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Bill Tapuska stepped in for President Tim Anderson (who was late) to provide a review of the agenda
for the day and advise that lunches were prepared by Hotel Arts. Beef sandwiches were for those who
ordered beef and the rest were turkey for the rest of us turkeys.

O Canada was deferred, as there were no flags, and Ted Valentine provided the invocation.

Announcements
 President Tim led the announcements, which included an acknowledgement for all those who

had helped with the sale and delivery of Christmas wreaths. A special acknowledgement to his
daughter,  Joy, who provided her garage for sorting and pickup. Also,  Claude Masse  provided
excellent directions.

 Bill Lawless reminded us that December 17th is our day to bring food for the Food Bank.
 Debbie McMillan advised that someone left a cooler at Hellen King’s home a few weeks ago at

their horserace.
 Terry Felton announced, on behalf of our exchange student, Laura, that St Mary’s school was

hosting a theatre production, "The King’s World", December 12, 13 and 14, 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 pm
in St. Mary’s High School.

 Robyn Braley advised that our 2019 kick-off  speaker will  be  Tina Varughese,  a motivational
speaker you won’t want to miss.

President-elect  Gerry  Meek provided  a  pre-show  while  President  Tim went  to  look  for  our  guest
speaker. Gerry has served in many capacities within the senior leadership of the Calgary Library and was
instrumental in planning the new library prior to his retirement a few of years ago. The former building
was constructed in 1963, which was outgrown within two years. It was renovated in 1970, and was again
not  big  enough for  the growing population.  It  was too  inefficient  and  very  expensive  to  maintain.

May 3 - 5, 2019: District Conference, Olds
June 1 - 5, 2019: Rotary International Conference, Hamburg
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Planning  for  the  new building  was started  in  1980,  with  many reports/recommendations  provided.
Mayor Bronconnier got the ball rolling under his tenure by allocating $40 million towards the estimated
$250 million.

About this time in the agenda, our guest speaker arrived and Gerry provided the introduction to Ellen
Humphrey, whom he has known as a colleague for the past three decades.

Ellen Humphrey completed her undergraduate, graduate, and library  education at  the University of
British Columbia and the University of Alberta, and has worked in both academic and public libraries. As
a long-term Calgary Public Library employee, she has held a number of positions in public services and
administration.  At  the request of  the library  board,  she assumed responsibility  for  oversight of  the
Calgary  Public  Library  system  as  interim  chief  executive  officer  in  September,  2012.  Before  her
retirement,  and  in  the  position  of  Deputy  Chief  Executive  Officer,  her  portfolio  included  external
relations, partnership development, volunteer resources and board relations.

She  joined  the  Calgary  Public  Library  Foundation  in  September,  2017,  relishing  the  opportunity  to
remain connected to and supportive of the aspirations and values of Calgary's public library system.

May 3 - 5, 2019: District Conference, Olds
June 1 - 5, 2019: Rotary International Conference, Hamburg
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 The New Central Library opened in November, 2018. 

 The City of Calgary had been planning for a new Central Library since 2004, when it first
devoted funds to study future library needs.

 Throughout 2012, more than 16,000 Calgarians participated in an extensive public en-
gagement program to provide input into the function of the New Central Library and the
role of the Library within the community.

 The  building’s  architects  are  Snøhetta,  an  international  firm,  and  Calgary’s  DIALOG,
while CMLC leads the construction.

 The 240,000 square foot building has five levels that contain about 600,000 items.
 Construction began in 2014 with a real feat of engineering: encapsulating the LRT. It was

the first time in Calgary’s  history an active LRT line was encapsulated and used as a
foundation for a building above.

 A webcam kept track of every construction step by capturing a photo every 10 minutes.

May 3 - 5, 2019: District Conference, Olds
June 1 - 5, 2019: Rotary International Conference, Hamburg

http://yycnewcentrallibrary.com/progress#progress-webcam
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 The final steel beam of New Central Library’s skeletal structure serves a dual-purpose;
it’s a time capsule of steel. In March 2017, nearly 700 library lovers of all ages inscribed
the massive beam with messages of congratulations and inspiration for future genera-
tions.

 New Central Library is a fully-funded $245 million project, paid for by the City ($175 mil -
lion) and CMLC ($70 million). The Calgary Public Library Foundation’s Add- In Campaign
allows donors to enhance collections, programs, and services across the entire Library
system. It’s becoming a philanthropic cause with over $47 million donated from private
funds. The latest amount was $5MM from Conrad Whalen in memory of his mother, Pa-
tricia Whalen. While this is the largest donation, the majority of funds raised have been
from “ordinary” citizens.

 Currently there are 680,000 card holders with a goal to reach 800,000 by year end.
 Another goal  is  to have the “book truck” visit  every Daycare/Day home so that  our

young can know the importance of reading. 

Gerry Meek expressed the thanks of the club. [Editor's Note: Gerry will present a Boltman to El-
len at a later date.]

May 3 - 5, 2019: District Conference, Olds
June 1 - 5, 2019: Rotary International Conference, Hamburg

https://addin.ca/
https://calgarylibrary.ca/news/creating-a-time-capsule-of-steel/
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An informative tour of the facilities was provided by four highly qualified volunteer guides. 

Kudos to Bill Tapuska for arranging another outstanding speaker, and tour of the new library.

Coming Events
December: Disease Prevention and Treatment Month

3 Team Meeting
10 Field Trip and Tour of the New Calgary Public Library
17 Children's Choir: St Matthew's School
24 No Meeting. Christmas Eve!
31 No Meeting: New Year's Eve

January: Vocational Service Month
7 Tina Varughese - Motivational Speaker
14 Keith Blake, Chief of Police, Tsuut'ina Nation
21 Dominik Diamond - Jack FM: Special Robbie Burns' Day Programme
28 Stuart Cullum: President of Olds College

February: World Understanding Month
4 World Community Service Presentation
11 St Valentine's Day Programme
18 Family Day. No Meeting
20 Evening Meeting: Rotary West Radio LIVE
25 Field Trip Lougheed House: Kristin Evenden, Executive Director

March: Literacy Month
4 Local Community Service Presentation
11 TBA
18 TBA
25 Noon Assembly and Team Meeting

April: Maternal and Child-Care Month
1 TBA
8 TBA
15 TBA
22 No Meeting: East Monday
29 TBA

May: Youth Service Month
6 No Meeting (because of District Conference)?
13 TBA
20 No Meeting: Statutory Holiday
27 Youth Programme: RYLA, Adventures in Citizenship, YEX

June: Rotary Fellowship Month
3 TBA
10 TBA

May 3 - 5, 2019: District Conference, Olds
June 1 - 5, 2019: Rotary International Conference, Hamburg



The Weekly Westerner December 10, 2018

17 Gavel Turnover, Anderson To Meek. Team Meeting
24 Special Canada Day Programme

May 3 - 5, 2019: District Conference, Olds
June 1 - 5, 2019: Rotary International Conference, Hamburg


